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MCCC Constitution Changes
John Malmstrom

If you attended your November
chapter meeting, vou know that the
Board of Directors has proposed a
revision to our constitution. I want to
take this opportunity to tell you a little
of how the proposal came about and why
I think it's important to the future of
MCCC.

Every organization, large or small
requires a set of rules by which it
should operate. For small groups a
verbal agreement among the few
members may be sufficient, but for
organizations as large as MCCLC, a more
formal written set of rules in
necessary. When 1 first became
President nearly a year ago one of the
first things I did was read our Articles
of Constitution to see just what our
operating rules are. The more 1 read
the more confused I became because
there are articles in our constitution
that seem to contradict sach other,
others that are unclear in their
meaning, and still others that simply
cannot be followed it we are to be a
viable organization. For example: there
are references to a Board of Directors
(apparently a club lewvel body) and to an
Executive Committee (apparentiy a
chapter level body) where one term is
used but the other is clearly meant.
Another example is in the area of
expenditure limits and  approval
requirements. Our current rules do not
require the Treasurer to report
expenditures to the Board of Directors
as long as individual expenditures to not
exceed %25.00. (He does, but it's not
required). Expenditures between %525.00
and 5100.00 require prior approval of
the Board, and

expenditures of

expenditures 5100.00 require prior
approval of the entire membership. If we
had tried to abide with those
requirements, events like our recent
Metroplex Computer Conference could
never be held. The time frame needed to
obtain membership approval (30-60 days)
is simply too long. (By the way, yvour
Board of Directors approved
expenditures of about 5900.00 for the
conference, but we recovered about
5800.00 of that in increased memberships
and disk sales. If the state hadn't
frowned on our planned door prize
raffle. we would have been able to
replenish our treasury a bit.)

Our original constitution was drafted
in 1983 when MCCC was first organized.
It served our needs wvery well while we
were small and all met together in one
place every month. By 1985 the club had
grown to over 500 members and was
having difficulty meeting the needs of all
our members. so we decided to reorganize
into smaller chapter units while retaining
the central ciub structure. At that time
there was a revision to the constitution,
but it did not address all the issues of
how we need to operate. I {and the rest
of the Board) feit that it was time to
take a good look at just what was
needed to bring the constitution up to
date and make it usable for the future
of MCCC. S50, several months ago I
appointed a committee consisting of
Harold Williams, Bill Raecke, Fred Noble,
and myself. This committee spent many
hours (I remember only too well a couple
of sessions that went well past midnite)
cussing and discussing. writing and
rewriting, and finally came to a
consensus which was presented to the
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Board last month. The Board wvoted to
present the proposed revisions to the
membership at the November chapter
mestings and the wvote on adoption will
be taken at the special hohday club
meeting on December 12

Most of the proposed changes are
for the purpose of clarification, but
there are some that are considered
substantive. Let me point out a few of
thoge to you. (1) Quarterly club meetings
will be replaced by special club evenis
{such as our recent conferencel. (2}
Proxy wvoting will he permitted on any
issup {(not iust chapter elections). (D)
Newsletter Editor and BBS Coordinator
will be appointed otfices on the Board of

Economy Word
Processor
Tom McNicholas, NJ

If you have a Commodore 128, you
can generate quick notes without the use
of yvour word processor or disk drive by
doing the following.

“First, type in AUTO 10 and press
RETURN.

Then: type in the first line number
as 10 and wvour first line of text with
RETUEN at the end of the line. Make
sure that wvour line length is5 not more
than 80 characters. Enter each lines and
when your message is finished. hit
RETURN after the last line number

Now, to get wour message printed
type ini

POKE 24,37:0PEN 44:CMI 4

LIST:PRINT#A:CLOSE 4

Make plans to attend the MCCC

Christmas
Extravaganza

December 12
Eropkside Convention Center

See back cover for details.

Directors. (4) The Treasurer: will be
required to report all expenditures to
the Board of Directors who will
monitor all expenditures. Unusual
expenditures outside of regular
established club functions will stili
require . approval of the membership.
{5) Chapter presidents will
automatically he mewmbers of the
Board and additional chapter
representation will be based on
current chapter membership. {(6) A
provision has been added to permit

-dissolution of a chapter for non-

dctivity or failing to comply with ciub
rules.

If you didn't get a chance to see
the proposal at your chapter meeting
the current constitution and the
proposed revision are available for
downloading in the reference section
of the club’s ASCII BBS (or see your
chapter president). Be sure to attend
the annual MCCC Holiday meeting at
Brogkside Convention Center in BHurst
on December 12. We're looking

forward to good feliowship for
all..and of course we will have this
important vote on the proposed
revision to our constitution.

See you there!




Page 3

Dec. 1987

MCCC NEWS

CLI Shortcuts for the AMIGA

whortened Commands

Rigoberto Ramirez, Buckhannon. WV

Here is a shortcut that I found
when using CLI on the Amiga. I went to
the C directory and opened a number of
commands, giving them shorter names.
For example:

COrY C:DIR TO CD
COPY C:ENDCLI TO C:END
COPY C:DELETE TO C:DEL

Now if I'm getting rid of a few old
files, I just type DEL instead of DELETE.
It saves a lot of time bul there is a
price. Each command that you COPY
takes up about one block of space. You
can RENAME commands, but programs
need them under their old names. so be
careful.

More Tips

Bryce Neshitt Again. Berkeley. CA
ALIGNING PRINTER PAGE

After printing a file to your
printer, you may find that the page is
not aligned to the top of the next page.
To send a top-of-form code to your
printer type the following from CLI

COPY = TO PRT

then press CTRL L. then CTRL \n,
then RETURN.

ASSIGN

As you may or may not know, you
can assign logical wvolume/device names
to the physical disk drive names such
as:

assign Source: df:
assign Destination: DL
diskcopy source: to destination:.

Iiseful? Yes, for some things.

Iid ywou know wyou can also assign
logical volume/device names to
subdirectories?

assign from: dil:devs/printer
assign to' ramd
copy from: to to:

~But the FUN one you may not have
noticed is that you can assign to FILE

names (read commands). For example:

assign x: clexecute
assign e cled
assign ce: dilc/LC

Then use them in this tashion.

x:startup-sequence
emy_text_file
cc: foo -1 dfliinclude

Assigns are SYSTEM WIDE:, not
unigque to each window:

Creafting Data Disks

Bill Ottt 5t. Petersburyg, FL

I have a quick mini-program that
makes data disks for me. Using ED.
create the following file.

echo "Formatting Drive DFL:™
format drive dfl* name “Empty”™
echo “Installing DFE™

wait 4 secs

Install dfl:

echo "Installed copy finished.”

Save this file with a name kile
FORMA 1 and when you need it just
execute forma 1. Make sure you have an
empty disk in DFL! rather than something
you want to save. In the long run this
may save yvou a little time and effort.

SOF—-TEX

Offering quality service
and repair for

X Disk Drives

X (64 computers

x €128 computers

Hours: 10am-8pm

(817) 2812608
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Vanessa Bennett
1988 MCCC NEWS Editor

Beginning with the January issue,
the MCCC NEWS will see a change as
Vanessa Bennett assumes the
exhaustive responsibilities of newsletter
editor. Continuing a tradition of
excelience, we look forward to having a
fresh and creative viewpoint directing
one of the most influential areas of the
club’'s activities.

Vanessa and husband, Don. began
attending MCCC meetings back in 1983
shortly after the club had formed. Don
has served the club in wvarious
positions, currently as the Arlington
Chapter President. and introduced
Vanessa to Commodore equipment
shortly after they were married.

The happy couple were even
introduced by the computer over three
years ago. Don and Vanessa made the
initiai connection through a computer
dating board that was being run by a
mutual friend from chureh. Their
interest in computers began their
relationship and continues to occupy
many hours of sharing.

Vanessa currently holds a
bachelor's degree in Art Education from
Southeast Missouri State University in
Cape Girardeau and has logged more
than 30 additional hours in computer
science and drafting from TCJC and
UTA. Programming and computer aided
design as it applies to architecture
have been recent areas of study and
interest. With a minor in chemistry and
physical science:. she has taught over 4
yvears in middle school and high school
science departments.

Vanessa has lived in Texas for &
yvears where she reiaxes with ail sorts
of craft projects. She particularly
enjoys the creative side of art and
regularly attends Scarborough Faire in
Wanahachie to partake of all facets of
the arts.

Don and Vanessa have just moved
into 3 new house in Grand Prairie
where they lead a quiet life arranging

furniture, playing with their Pomeranian
and learning how to use new software

-packages.

Vanessa is quite interested in
desktop publishing and will begin the
newsletter vear using their C128, the
club’'s Elite 5 daisy wheel and Star
Gemini 10X printers and FontMaster 128.

Look for some great issues in the
coming year

TYPOS
Author Unknown
CCCC, Tucson, AZ

The typographical error is a
slippery thing and sly:

You can hunt it 'til you're dizzy,
But it somehow will get by

'Til the forms are off the presses,
It is strange how still 1t keeps:
It shrinks doum into the corner
And it never stirs or peeps.

The typographical error is too
small for human eyes

'Til the ink is on the paper,

When it grows to mountain size
The boss just stares with horror,
Then he grabs his hair and
groans:

and the copy writer drops her .
head

Upon her hands and moans.

The remainder of the issue may
be as clean as clean can be,

But the typographical error is
the only thing you sea!







