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Technical Analysis System

Review by John Premack

Ed. Note: We thought with the recent stock
market activity, this article belonged on the
front page! See if you agree.

EitherI'm getting easier to please or software
for the Commodore just keeps getting better. |
suspect it’s the latter. Having just spent several
hours with TAS-128, a Technical Analysis System
from Abacus Software which performs stock market
evaluations using the C-128, | am suitably in awe of
the number of ways this program can monitor the
behavior of stocks and other securities.

As a longtime advocate of the dartboard technique
for stock selection, 1 discovered that | had a lot to
learn about technical analysis methods. Simply stated,
technical analysis is a means of confirming or denying
your best guesses of a stock’s future performance
based on a study of its price and sales history.

TAS-128 can track as many as 50 securities on
a single data disk, holding up to 275 periods of
price and volume data for each security. You can
edit or update the data by typing information in
from the keyboard, or TAS will perform this chore
foryou by logging onto a commercial database with
its built-in terminal program. Configured to auto-
matically download quotes from either Warner
Computer or Dow Jones News/ Retrieval Service,
TAS can update either your entire portfolio or just
designated issues.

Once you've collected data covering a stock’s
performance over a period of time, you're ready to
letthe program perform some of its tricks. TAS-128
will plot up- and down-trends via point and figure
analysis. It will also chart moving averages, trading
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bands, and volume indicators. An oscillator function
allows the program to calculate momentum, advance/
decline, and TRIN indicators. In addition, you can
utilize as many as five different volume indicators:
negative, positive, on- balance price volume trend,
and daily volume.

Novice analysts will be grateful for the series of
menus which guide you through each step of the
various analysis options. Once you know what you
want to accomplish, it is faster to skip the menu by
entering two-letter commands. These commands
can even be combined for rapid entry or stored as
macros that will perform a series of predetermined
functions automatically.

All plots are first drawn to the computer’s 80-
column screen and can be dumped to your printer
in your choice of three sizes. Since hardcopy
commands can be incorporated into customized
macros, TAS-128 can calculate, plot, and print
several different charts without constant operator
intervention. This is a handy feature since it allows
the computer to generate a set of data while you go
about your business.

The instructions indicate that the program
supports Epson compatibles as well as the
Mannesmann Tally Sprite 80 and Olivetti PR
2300 printers. Early Commodore printers which
cannot handle 640- and 200-line graphics will not
work with this program. [ encountered a few minor
problems printing to a Star Gemini 10x using a
Cardco G-Whiz interface. After printing an excellent
rendition of the four graphs currently on screen, |
called for a printout of the data used in calculating
the graphs. The printer driver apparently failed to
initialize the printer, and the result was text printed
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with the same compressed vertical spacing as was
required by the previous printout, a graphic screen
dump. This problem can be avoided by turning the
printer off and back on between printouts, but
should have been handled by the software. I also
discovered, as | watched my printer spew forth text at
10 lines to the inch, that there was no apparent way
to abort a printout. Shutting off the printer also
stopped the program dead in its tracks.

I did encounter one serious problem, which
fortunately occurred only once. For some reason,
possibly when [ was playing with the Communications

module, I lost all the sample records which were
supplied on the tutorial data disk. Despite my best
efforts, | was unable to duplicate the error, and I
mention the incident only to point out the importance
of backing up all data disks.

Allinall, I found TAS-128 to be well-documented
and easy to use, despite my lack of familiarity with
the ins and outs of technical analysis. Small details,
such as the automatic conversion to decimals of
numbers entered as fractions, an easy-to-follow
tutorial, and the nicely written manual seem indicative
of a well-crafted program.

REVIEW OF MAGAZINE DISKS

Lloyd F. Warren, Fresno, CA

This review will deal with four
different magazines' disks: 1.RUN,
2.COMPUTE!, 3.COMPUTE!Ys GAZETTE,

- 4. COMMODORE {(and just a word about

AHOYD

. 1. RE-RUN THSK

RUN magazine’s eniry. called RE-RUNiis
made up of all the programs printed in
two consecutive months magazines and is
produced bi-monthly. About the only good
things I can say about it is that they
0 reproduce all the programs specialiy
selected for the disk. and I have never
found any errors in any of the
programs that I have iried. One of the
main faults of RE-RUN is that it is bi-
monthly, meaning that a subscriber only
receives b issues a year. The drawback
to this is that if you find a program
vou want to use in number 1 issue you
may have to wait until number 2 issue is
printed before the disk is mailed
out.There is a lot of unused space on
any one of the RE-RUN disks. I checked
12 issue of the disk - 2 years worth -
and found that on average. only 1/2 of
the available 664 blocks were used. My

conclusion - vour %89.87 for 1 year
subscription (& disks) can be better
spent.

2. LOMPUHTE? RISK

COMPUTE! magazine's disk entry is
simply called COMPUTE!. It is produced
less frequently than RUN's eniry - once
every 3 months! (They call it 'quarterly’-
I call it 'not often enought). Can wyou
imagine seeing a program printed in the

January issue of the magazine and
having to wait until March to get the
program from the disk7?7 The cause of
this 'once-evey-3-maonths’' disk ocutput is
that the magazine is now catering to
several other makes of computers and
diluting the Commodore input. This same
magazine alsc puts out disks for ATARIL
APPLE and IBM programs it prints in its
magazine. I found that by checking a
yvear's worth of the disks, each one has
an average of 200 blocks free. Again as
was the case with RE-RUN., all of the
programs on the disks that I used were
bug-free. ConclusioniEven at the
seemingly low price of $39.95 a
yvear{remember.only 4 disks a year): it
is not worth it due to the 3 month wait
between disks.

3. LOMPUTENs GAZETTE IISK

This disk, called just what it is -
COMPUTEYs GAZETTE disk - is one that I
prefer over the previous two mainly
hecause it is produced EVERY month. The
cost of this one is %69.95 for a vyear -
no small amount - but still within the
price range for magazine disks.
Conclusion! I recommend this one as my
2nd choice: based on whether you
subscribe to the magazine or not. I feel
it would be a waste of money to
subscribe to a disk and not the magazme
behind the disk.

4. LOADNSTAR

The Loadstar disk is produced by
COMMODORE magazine and is by far the
best of the lot! (in my opinion). It is
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more a magazine-on-disk rather than
Just a disk full of programs from the
magazine: There is a 'Question and
Answer' section, a2 'Hints and Tips'
section, a'Tutorial’ section, and lots more
to grab and hold your interest. There is
even background music while you view
the menu.{(you can control whether it
plays or not). Just exploring the disk
when it arrives can occupy hours of my
time. And talk about using space on a
disk - WOW! They ALWAYS use both
sides of the disk and of the total of 1200
blocks, will only have at most 270 blocks
free, and sometimes as little as 24
blocks freet A couple of times, in the
last few months.the LOADSTAR disk has
consisted of '3 sides (two diskst!). So
speaking gquantity-wise.this is the winner
by far. Conclusion: I would imagine that
you have gathered by now that LoadStar
is my favorite. It is priced at 569.95 and
this time I will really show my bias and
say 'It's worth itY’ All of these disks use
up their share of the blocks with ads.
This I accept and is to be expected.
After all. they are in the business to
make money. Some of the ads are rather
clever, especially on the Compute! and
Computel's Gazette disks. Each of the
disks has excellent presentations. The
menus are very colorful and easy to
use. There is one thing about the
LoadStar disk that is different. ¥YWhen
you call up a program from its menu
and run ity you can (usuwally) return to
the menu. Not so with the others. With
them you have to reload the menu and
start again. This is annoying- I have
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spoken a lot about the guantity of
programs on all these disks rather than
the guality of the programs. It stands te
redson that the guality of a disks’
programs is directly related to the
quality of the magazine.

I might offer a suggestion: What I

have done to keep the cost down on on
these magazine disk subscriptions is find
three friends who also subscribe to the
same magazines and then split the cost
of the disk subscriptions. The total cost
of a years subscription to all 4 disks
mentioned above amounts to 5269.82. A
tidy sum - but if you divide this cost by
4 you are talking about 5&7.45.
Remember.this is for FOUR different
magazine disk for a year! If this is too
rich for your budget. consider a 4 way
split of the cost of.say LoadStar - 517.49.
As for the AHOY! magazine disk I can
only say I've seen a few of them and it
seems to be on a par with the others. It
too has a colarful, clever way of
presenting its menu. They do seem to
have the same failing as most of the
others - a lot of wasted space. I don't
subscribe to the magazine or the disk so
I really can't offer an opinion or give a
conclusion.
I hope this review will help you and not
confuse you in determining if you're
interested in subscribing to any or all of
these magazine disks. It is an expense
but sure saves a lot of typing.

HEB News

The November meeting of the HER
Chapter will be geared to the coming

Christmas holidays. Laura Clements
will show wus all how to make
Christmas cards and decorations
with Print Shop. We will also have a
section set up for “Gently run
programs and equipment.” This
fiarage Sale section will be for all
equipment and programs (ORIGINALS
ONLY preferrably with documen-
tation) and other computer para-
phanalia you may want teoc sell.
Flease have each i1item clearly
marked. We will also have several
members bringing their personal
equipment and seting up along the
perimeter of the room in order to
answer guestions. Bring your
computers and a favorite program to
share with others on a one to one
basis. Come and help the officers of
the HEB Chapter make this a great
meeting.
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Escape Codes and much more...

ESPECIALLY FOR THE C-128

Ralph Edwards

One of the many features of the 128
is the use of the ESCape key in the
upper lefthand corner of the keyboard.
This key has many uses in the 128 mode
of operation. Listed below are the codes
and what each will do. Each code is
enabled by pressing the ES5Cape key and
then the key listed. You don't press
them at the same time; just press the
ESCape key and then the key wyou want.

) - Erase to the end of the current
line. This will erase anything on the
current line you have the cursor on to
the end of that line.

P - Erase from the cursor to the
beginning of the line the cursor is
presently on.

* - Erase from the cursor to the bottom
of the screen.

J - Move the cursor to the start of the
line the cursor is on.

K - Move the cursor to the end of the
line the cursor is on.

A - Enable Auto-insert. Everything you
type will be displayed and the text on
the current line will be moved over to
make room for what you have added.

C - Disables the Auto-Insert mode.

D - Deletes the line the cursor is on

I - Inserts a blank line where the
cursor is and move all following text
down one line.

Y - Use default tab settings. The
default setting is 8 spaces jumped
per TAB key press.

Z - Clear all tabs. If TAB key is
pressed after an ESC Z has been
performed, the cursor will jump to
the end of the line it is on.

L - Enables scrolling of screen.

M - Ilisables screen scrolling.

V - Scrolls the screen up one line
each time the ESC V combination is
pressed.

W - Scrolis the screen down one
line each time the keys are pressed.

E - Sets the cursor to a solid block
with no blinking.

¥ - Sets the cursor to a solid block
and blink.

X - Swap the 40/80 display; after
the ESC

X combination is pressed, the cursor
will go to the other screen (40 vs.

80 columnk

Fresno CUG

T - Sets the UPPER LEFT corner of a
window - used to set a window for
viewing on & screen.

B - Sets the LOWER RIGHT corner of a
window:

These ESC codes work only in the 80
column mode!

U - Changes the block cursor to an
underline.

S - Changes the cursor back to a block.
R - Reverses the screen. Instead of
white letters on a black background,
puts hlack letters on a white
background.

N - Puts the screen back to normal.

FOUR TIPS FOR THE C-128

COM-LINE, Chula Vista, CA

C-128 Monitor Printouts: The built-in
monitor is a great help to those who
dabble in machine language, but it lacks
any commands to redirect its output te
the printer. Here is a foolproof
procedure. In direct mode enter:

OPEN4.4:CMD4:MONITOR

When you press RETURN, you will
be in the monitor. and all output will go
to the printer. To discontinue printing,
just enter X and press RETURN. You'll







