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MID CITIES COMMODORE CLUB

ELECTRONIC
CONFLESSIONAL

By Dean E. Strand
Ouad Cities

In every communication medium, starting
at least as early as the electric telegraph,
thare has always been some sexually-gentered
eonversation between inen and women. Back in
the last century, there were many lady
telegraph operators and there were romances
developed over the wire that many times
culminated in marriage. The exchanges were
very genteel, reflecting Victorian times., There
was a2 similar phehomencn on amateur radis,
and the telephone has surely denerated huge
amonnts of sexusal communication, kbut much
lese well-documented because of the nature of
the medium.

The personzl computer has ziso generated
interchanges over telephone. There zre many
telephone bkulletin koards, some local and
some nationwide, that offer a variety of
servicese. There hzs been stock market
inf‘ormation, ledgal libraries, =zcroess to

neylopedias, on-line banking, shopping
sewwe& ete, It was just z matter of time
before sexual information was made availzble
on B3E,

The book "The Elestronic Confessional”
descrikes these servieces zs available throvgh
CompulServe. Human 3Sexuality. zbbreviated
H5X, is part electronic magdazine and part
meeting ground. Imagine being sble to pick up
z copy of Time and not only being able 1o
rezd the current issue but zany article that
vou desire from any yrﬂvious issue. Also
imagine being zkle to talk to cther people who
are reading the magazine at the same time.

The first H3¥ page is intended to warn off
readers who might be offended, and then HIX
gees on to the mzain menu. There zare 3 large
numbker of articles avaiiakle covering =
variety of sexuzl subjeects. Thizs functions like

any computer bulletin kboard,

There is also an interactive or instant
feedback medinm which hzas = guestion and
answer or programmed lsarning mediom,

The support groups are accessed by gdoing
into the "room” where the activity is going
an. The support Sroupsz sre= under the
heading of "Women Cnly”, "Teens Talk”, "Man
to Man”, "Singles Club”, "person to person”
and more. “Dear Dizne” offers advice from a
psvchotherapist. "Matter of Morals" desls
with issues of =2thics and relidion,
"Alternatives” iz for people who endade in
transvestism, fefishes and oiher options.
“Gay Youth” seeks to relileve +the isciation
common to young 4ays.

“Rusty’s Pub” iz z friendly cafe where
vou can discuss current sex-relzted news.
In "Cope With Crisis”, a trained therapist
offers help with problem situations. "Debhie’s
Dairy” is one woman's highly personszl
journal. “Formerly Married” is for people
who are divorced, separated or widowed,

"Encounter Group” delves deeply into
members’ feeling, "Sex Ed for Adults”
features in-depth seminazrs led by z medical
school faculty member. "You and vour Body"
deals with such issues as weight contirol,
body imzde and handicaps. In "Tantzsyland”,
vou can explore dreams, fantasies, astrology.

the ocoult, and other phenomena of the
unconscious.,  "dlug it Dut” is & verbal gym
where ¥ou can release vour addressions and

hastxhtzec

This book is available at the Davenpor‘t
Public Likarary. The catalog number is 386.7.
There are many dgood computer books in the
area’'s puklie likbrazries. [f you have not been

in the library lately, voun may be surprised
by the up-to-dste computer bocks they have,
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THE PRINTER & CONDENSED
PRINT

Bitl 0'Neilil
C.U.G. of Arizona, Phoenix, AZ

Some people have reported having trouble
printing condensed print, full width of the
printer. This should not be a problem as long
as the program you are using has its mardins
set wide enough and is capable of sending i28-
148 characters per line. If the program is not
at fault, then the problem may lie with the
printer interface. Some interfaces, in irying to
emulaie the CBM 1525 printer, trap certain
printer codes and restrict the print width to
88 characters per line, It sends a carriade
return and line feed on its own after 5@
characters on a line. Check your interface
manual to see if this is the source of the
problem. If it is, then the problem becomes
how to ouiwit an interface that is too smart
for its own dood. There are three ways in
general to do this,

FIRST - Some Interfaces have several
different modes of operation, some of which
provide conversion of CBM ASCIL to true ASCIH
without trapping printer codes or limitingd the

number of characters per line (such. as the
Super Graphix mode on Xetee interfaces).
Check your manual and if such z mode exists,
use it. That should be the ezsiest way to
solve the problem.

SECOND - Scme interfaces allow you to
change the print width with 2 FPrint Width
Command. Check your interface manual and if
such 2 command exists, use it. The command
must usuzlly be sent over the interface
command channel {often with a secondary
address of 19) and should be sent before
running yvour program. For examgple, the
command for a Xetec interfzce would be:

OPEN4,4 15:PRINT#4,"W"CHR$(n):CLOSES

{where n is the new print width limit.»

THIRD - Almost all interfaces allow
unlimited print width in transparent mode. If
the program wyou are using can supply true
ASCIl so that no conversion by the interface is
necessary, then lock the interface in
transparent mode before running the prodram
{OPEN4 4 .24:PRINT#4: CLOSE4).

If none of these suggestions work, then
buy a new interface.

EDITORIAL

If this issue seems a bit skimpy,
there is a reason.

The elected officers of your club are
responsible to inform you of current
meeting dates, locations and items
of interest to you, the members.
The chapter reporters are given the
task of keeping you up to date on
the latest events and scheduled
activities which may be of interest
to you.

My job is to edit. Without the flow
of information from you, the
newsletter becomes ineffective.

I ask you to make your feelings

known to those you have charged
with the duty to keep you informed.
We also urge you to help with the
enormous job of publishing a
newsletter for over 500 recipients
each and every month.

We need articles from the
members.

We need typists.

We need a g:‘aphics Editor.

We need reporters to report and
officers to inform - ON TIME!

Lacking this support your newsletter
will only get smaller and less
interesting. With this support the
newsletter will once again become
interesting, entertaining and
effective,




MCCC NEWS

Page 3

June, 1987

LIFE IN THE FAST LANE

By Glenn Leach
Gainesville, FL

BASIC is a friendly language that permitz a
relativaly easy introduction to programming.
For large programs, however, it has one
signifizant drawback -- it is slow While
BASIC programmers know many tricks to speed
up 3 program , from the placement of
sukroutines through the use of integer
variables whenever possible, the highest marks
for speed do to programs written in msachine
language (ML), This is one of severzl reasons
why most commercial programs are written in
ML. If wou have a favorite BASIC program
whoze only kad point iz its slow performance,
rewrite it in ML to increase its speed more
than ten times in most cases. Of course,
without z working knowledge of ML, that's
useiess advice,

Thanks to the indenuity of others,
however, it is possible for those of us without
ML skills to convert BASIC prodrams to higher
speed ML, or ML-like g¢ode. Thiz feat is
accomplished with 2 program called s compiler,
which compiles the BASIC code inte either
psuedo code or ML. Do compilers work well?
Yes, If yon atttempt to LIST socme commercial
prorams, you will get z one-line LIST like, "B
3YS 2848 PETSPEED.” This indicates the program
was compiled using 2 compiler called PETSPEED.
There zre several compilers on the market for
the €84, and each has features that make it
attractive. 3imilarly, each has drawbacks,
One of the most common drawbacks is
illustrated by the SPRINT prodram in the
January 1986, Compute’s Gazette, This is 2
functional compiler at a price that is hard to
bezt, but you find that you must uvse =
special dialect of BASIC, as Sprint will not
compile all of the BASIZ 2.8 commands, To s
degree, this was true of other compilers [ have
used, until I tried BAS3IC-84, from Abacus
Software.

Thiz compiler has 311 the features 1 was
looking for and a few [ didn't even know I
needed. Most of all, not only will it compile
a2ll of the BASIC 2.8 commands, but it will also
compile commands deriving from extensions of
AZIC suach as SIMON’s BASIC, As compiling
reduces the prodram to ML or ML-like code,
this means that youn ean write 2 program using
the enhaneed commands of 2 BASIC extension,
compile it, and give it ’rn 2 friend. Your
friend will kbe able to use (run) the program
even though he does not have the extension
program. If vou have z great idesz for s
program to sell,

BASIC to write it, and compile it using BASIC-

vou can employ an enhanced-

64,  Thiz will increase its speed to zccepltable
limits and offer z measure of protection a2t the
same %ime. The protection, of course, pertains
to the construection of the prodram, not the
program itself.

Compiled programs load and run liks =z
regular BASIC prodram., As such, they can also
be copied from disk to disk without diffisulty.
While ML programs are more compact than the
aguivalent BASIC program, this is not
necessarily true of compiled prodgrams. A run
time module i3 added to the front of the
program to transiate it for the computer. This
run time module is very busy when the
original program was written in a BASIC
extension. In simple test programs, the BASIC-
€4 run time module added 1? blocks, or
approsimately 4888 bytes to the program. With
longer programs, {cont’d on Fage 1

THE GURU SPERKS

Compiled by Rick Schluz

A 2loud of incense lazily curls ap
toward the ceilind. In the distance 3 gdong
sounds and silence falls over all as...

The Guru Speaks

Guru, [ accidentally deleted the wrong file
from =2 disk. Is there 3 way to correct my
mistzke?

The Guru awakes and snswers: Yes. Be more
careful next time. But seriously, if you own
Workkench 1.2, in 3 CL] window enter the
tfollowing command:

DISKDOCTOR DFa:
The machine will then instruction you to insert
the disk to be repaired into drive DF8 and to
press the RETURN key., Do this, and perhaps
vour file shall be restored to you. A word of
caution, however: if wou inadvertently delete
a file and wish to restore it, DO NOT save any
file to that disk! The file, you see, is not
truly deleted, but the space it occupies has
teen marksed for re-use. Diskdoctor will
restore the file to a2 normal status. But if you
save another file to that disk, the new file
may ke written over the old, and not the
great powers of the Guru will ke able to
restore the file,

Ed, Hote: The Gurn may not be spesking much
thesa days beczuse no one is asking, Even if
vou have ziready found the answer to 3
guestion which puzzsled wyou, pass it on to the
editor. Chancez are %that otherz have or will
have the same problem. It's nice fo have the
answer in the back of your mind before the
guestion pops up.
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Life In the Fast Lane cont’d...

the compaction resulting from the conversion
to ML will overcome the inerease in length
dne tp the run time module, with 3 net
decrease in program length after compiling,
BASIC-64 comes zs 2 3-ring

binder containing 44 pades of instructions and
2 plastic holder for the dizk, for $39.95. A
back-up disk is available for §18 from ABACUS,
[kought the back-up and received with it
coupons for $18 off on another program and $5
off on one of their books, The prodgram and
the instructions were written in West
Germany, but the transiation of boih is
professional, resulting in s very few of the
odd syvntactical consiructions that so often
accompany the translation of technical
material,

Compiling programs written in pure BASIC
2.8 is easy, requirind only that wou boot
BASIC-64, hit (RETURN) when the menu
appears, replace the BASIC-84 disk with the
program disk (be sure there is room for the
compiled program plus the runiime module on
the 4isiy, enter the -programname’, znd ot
{RETURN:. If the prodram ran in BASIC, it will
compile readily. Your compiled program will
appear on the disk as ‘P-prodramname’. Load
it 25 P-programname,? and run it as you
would a BASIC prodram.

If errors have crept into the prodram,
BASIC-64 will tell you what they are and
where in the program thev are, greatly
expediting the process of fixing the error.
Other features of BASIC-64 inciude the
cpportunity to specify the starting address of
the compiled program in ocase it must be
compatible with other programs to be loaded
into memory with 1t, and the chance to build
an overlay that will permit a2 series of
programs that will share the same wariables,
The compiled prodram will ke in 658278518 code,
speed code, or both, depending on the needs
of the program or the application intended,
You can also remove the run time moduale 3nd
treat it as a seperals prodgram or omit it zll
together, in which case you will need to 3¥S
to the starting address of the compiled
program. With thess two features combined,
& sophisticated sel of prorams can be merged
together, sharing the same set of wvariables,
and saving koth code znd execution time.

All things considered, it is 3 wvery fine
product, with many features for the price. 1
zm still experimenting with it. In the month
ghead, I am leoking forward to attempling to
compile varions BASIC extensions such as
FOWER BASIC from COMPUTEYS GAZETTE and
TRANSBASIC from TRANSACTOR magazine,

WHY LOAD"O:-"
-
\ -
When you first turn on your computer and

disk 4drive, ¥ou can load the first program on
the disk by:

LOAD"#" 8

When vou load 3 prodgram from the disk drive,
the name iz stored in the disk drive's memory,
When you use:

LOAD"s".8

the disk drive logks for a program name in
memory., If there is no name in memory, it
defaults to the first program on the disk, If
vou have loaded a program, say the fourth
program. Or you loaded the first program and
that prodram lozded the second, third, and
fourth prodgrams., The fourth program is the
last program loaded. The name of that program
is stored in the disk drive’s memory, Now, if
you use:

LOAD"#" 8

it will load the fourth program on the disk. To
now load the first program on the disk using:

LOAD"#" 8
You must turn off yvour computer or disk drive

or both to reset the disk drive. Then turn
everything back on. Mow:

LOAD"®" .3
will loazd the first prodgran on the disk. There
is 2ls0 an easy WwWay.

LOAD"8:%",8

This will always lozd the first program on the

“Babbages

SOF TWARE FOR THE HOME

The largest selection
of home computer
software !



MCCC NEWS

Page 5

June, 1987

DOUBLLE QUICK
BROWN BOX

Review by John
Premack, SPRITE, Boston
Computer Society

Many of us buy a computer to help make
out lives easier, Then we spend the rest of
our lives loocking for wavs to make using the
compu.t-er gessier. Two fellow BCS/CUG
members, Barbara Mintz and Brown Pulliam,
have _—,pent hundreds of hours refining =
device which goes s long way toward making
life easier for all Commodore computer owners.

Many users have already heard of the
@uick Brown Box, zn punningly named
cartriddge for the C-84 which retzain the
contents of its 5K memory after the compuoter
has been bucued uff. Uuforluuaslely, 3K just
ism't 2 lot of memeory, C-1Z8 users are guickly
disappointed to discover that pludding in the
DQBB zutomsztically turns their computer in to
& C-84, Programmers and hackers wers
delishted to have instant access to short
utilities znd the insuraznce that z crazshed
program could ke instantly recovered, but the
rest of us were left wondering why we
couldn’t put our favorite prodrams into the
box.

Brown znd Barbaras spent over a wvear
looking for ways to improve Pulliam’s
invention. The results are impressive. The
capacity of the device, renamed Double Quick
Brown Box, has been increased to 18K, The
externzl switch that zllowed 4datz to be
written to the box has been eliminated, The
latest wersion will work with either the C-84
or the {-128. Best of all, s slew of specizl
software makes using the D@BE z snzp.

Cutwardly the Doukle Quick Brown Box is
identical to its 8K predecessor. The little red
push button provides z svstem reset for the
84 znd duoplicates the funetion of the reset
kutton on the 128, The two-position slide
switch is still there too, but has 2z new
function. The DGEBER can ke switched between
64 mj {28 modes--and your 28 won't come up
when the switeh is in the proper

po_xtxau And if vou use a (-84, the switch
provides an mdded konus, It's no longer
nesess » unplug th DQBRE from the
cartrid e whenever it isn’t aeeded,
Setting tre witch to 128 mskes the box

invisible t5 5 C-64.

While mzachine languade hackers znd BASIC
programmers will find special uses for the
Box, most of us only want to store =2 few of
our favorite programs for instant access. Up
to eight programs can be called with three
key-strokes from z start-up menu,

Mintz’s specizal utilities (suppllei’ allow
vou to put almost any prodramis) under 18K
into the DQEBB. One notable exception is
mzchine landuade programs that to NOT
employ 2 BASIC loader, OQtherwise the D@EB
will antomatically figure out where a3 program
wants to be and send it to the proper
location.

My box currently contzains two programs
which [ use when maintainindg the BCS/CUG
bulletin board: 2 machine landuage text
editor and z compiled {Blitz!} disk uatility
program. This particular configuration has
been saved to disk as a single file, allowing
me to reload the box with programming
untilities or use it as non-volatile BASIC
workspace. A spectial koot utility {supplied)
enzbles the software controlled write-line and
allnwe me tn relnrd mv fawvnarite pragrams in
less than = minute,

It isn’t possible to describe every possikle
configuration and feature of the Doubkle Quick
Bmwn Box in & krief review, The D&BB will
serve different people in different ways, The
documentation provides step-by-step
instructions for neophytes and fairly thorough
guidance for exgerienced programmers who
wish to plant some of their own ideas into
this device's C-M0I ROM chips. With 3 one-
year repair or replacement warranty and 2 38-
day unconditional refund period, the Double
Guick Brown Box is one of the safest computer
investments you can make,

Brown Boxes, Inc,
ZE Conocord Rd.
Bedford, MA 81738

Offering quality service
and repair for

X Disk Drives
X (64 computers

X (128 computers
Hours: 10am-8pm

(817) e81—-=608







